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Over the last two years, countless global events have afflicted the world and peoples across
borders, oceans, and disputed territories. In many parts of the world, minority and indigenous
rights are under siege. As a result of authoritarianism, governmental neglect, marginalisation, state-
sponsored repression or outright violence, many minority and indigenous groups do not even have
the right to be physically safe, let alone to participate politically, thrive and achieve their full
potential. Civil unrest and violent conflict driven by economic and geopolitical interests put an
additional strain on minorities and are devastating communities in the Middle East, Asia, Africa,
Eastern Europe, and Latin America. A general lack of stability, growing radical populism, and
epochal migrations, adding up to millions of displaced peoples and refugees, are undermining
public support for minority rights, peace and democratic growth.

These times of uncertainty make UNPO’s work all the more important. Since the organisation’s XI|
General Assembly in 2015, the organisation and its members have continued to work assiduously
to promote the protection of the rights of the unrepresented worldwide. Assisting our members in
achieving their self-defined goals through work with international human rights mechanisms,
organisational capacity development and dissemination of credible information continued to be
an integral element of UNPO’s mission. Together, we performed an impressive number of
initiatives, international campaigns, fact-finding missions, trainings, workshops, and very effective
political lobbying and advocacy work in several Parliaments.

Yet, there is plenty to learn and even more to gain in future endeavours. On the occasion of UNPO’s
XIII General Assembly which took place in Edinburgh, Scotland, on 26-28 June, representatives of
25 unrepresented nations and peoples gathered to discuss the challenges and opportunities that
lie ahead. The opening conference, entitled “Sharing Perspectives on the Rights of the
Unrepresented”, hosted by Willie Rennie MSP (Scottish Liberals) gave representatives of
indigenous groups and minorities, as well as academics, activists and politicians a platform for
constructive debates around questions of identity and intersectionality, focusing, for instance, on
how women, LGBT groups and refugees coming from an unrepresented background face a double
discrimination.

The official part of UNPQO’s General Assembly gave room for representatives of UNPO members to
assess the organisation’s performance in the last two years and to discuss its future. An evening
reception at the Scottish Parliament reception hosted by Joan McAlpine MSP (Scottish National
Party) then focused on the theme of self-determination in the globalised age. The event took a
closer look at the increasing challenges that unrepresented nations and peoples face amidst
abovementioned worrying developments on a global scale, and allowed for a fruitful discussion on
how to overcome these challenges.

A cross-cutting theme throughout the three-day General Assembly was the important question of
gender equality. In a milestone decision, members not only committed to continue promoting
gender equality in all aspects of their works, but to attempt to advance gender balance within their
own representative body. UNPO and its members reiterated their unwavering commitment to their
core principles: non-violence, democracy, self-determination, tolerance, environmental protection,
and human rights. These may be challenging times, but the difficulties we face will make us more
determined to achieve our objectives.
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